West Contra Costa Unified School District Board of Education

Policy on Service-Learning

Adopted unanimously on October 13, 2004

The Board of Education desires that all students develop a strong sense of personal and social responsibility.  We understand development of this virtue can occur by infusing service learning instructional formats as an integral component of curriculum.  Research shows that infusion of these integrated teaching strategies improves literacy, critical thinking, communication, and planning skills while enhancing the targeted curricular framework.  The District desires that service learning methodology be linked and coordinated with the instructional program.  The Board recognizes that service learning is a K-12 teaching strategy and endorses its use for all students in the elementary, middle and high school grade span. Additionally, the Board adopts a service learning requirement in high school for all students graduating from the West Contra Costa Unified School District.  

The District recognizes that service learning can help students develop academic skills, civic responsibility, career awareness and self-esteem.  Service experiences can also motivate students by allowing them to apply their skills and knowledge to local needs and problems and showing them that they can make a contribution to their community, by being part of the solution.  These activities provide opportunities for students to develop as scholars, global citizens and productive members of our society.

The District supports the integration of service learning activities with the curriculum to enhance the relevance of their instruction and meet standards in all subject areas.  These activities provide projects that can be used as portfolio entries on which to base senior projects for academies and for future employers.  We encourage staff to collaborate with local public and nonprofit agencies in order to develop service learning activities that meet educational objectives and also support current community efforts to meet health, educational, environmental, or public safety needs.  This meets the District’s goals of helping to develop youth as contributing citizens and allows the opportunity for youth to be seen as resources in their communities.
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