STAND! : SERVICE LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES

STAND! was founded in 1977.  Our services include intervention, treatment, and prevention services for people affected by domestic violence.  The prevention team has been giving presentations in local schools for over 20 years in Contra Costa County.  The presentation focuses on healthy teen relationships and the dynamics of teen dating violence.  We also provide curriculum in two high schools that focuses on enhancing life skills for the youth.  

The following are a list service learning opportunities for youth:

· Video Diary – The youth capture their story that relates to teen dating violence or domestic violence on DVD.  The stories are presented at local high schools as a means of providing education and information on these issues.  The participants will learn about the effects of these issues and how to overcome them, they will creatively design their video stories, and receive training on how the stories can be used for group discussion.

· Enhancing Media Literacy Project – Youth will view and discuss current DVD’s such as “Tough Guise” by Jackson Katz and “Killing Us Softly” by Jean Kilbourne that examine gender stereotypes.  They will learn to think critically about media images as well as how to lead discussion groups focused on the topics that are raised by the DVD’s.  

· Resource Fair for Our School – Students will plan and host a resource fair on their campus.  Students will conduct research on agencies and service providers in their area.  They will organize and host the event as well as evaluate the effectiveness of the fair.  

· Volunteering at STAND! – STAND! has multiple volunteer opportunities available.  Students can choose to attend the 40 hour domestic violence training and become eligible to field calls on our 24 hour crisis/resource line.  The 40- hour training covers a variety of topics such as community response, treatment services, the goals of prevention, and history of the domestic violence movement. 

· Men of Merit volunteer – September 15th is the next Men of Merit event.  The event will be held at Richmond High.  Men selected by people in the community will be honored for their positive leadership qualities.  Planning and promotion is underway; assistance on the day of the event is also needed.

· Healthy Relationship / Teen Dating Violence Presentation – The youth will receive training on our classroom presentation that covers healthy relationships and the dynamics of teen dating violence.  They will become presenters at their school.

· Abuse in Literature – Youth will explore current and past literature that has elements of violence/abuse/oppression.  The student will pick contemporary and historical books that are on the reading list at their High School. They will read and critique the books with a set of criteria that explore the themes of violence, abuse and oppression. They will offer the critique to English classes at their High School to help raise the issues of violence and develop critical thinking of the students.
